


43 - 44 / Commercial Sex Worker — Lusaka, Zambia

After becoming infected through sex with HIV-positive commercial sex workers like this
woman in Lusaka, husbands return home to infect their wives, who may then give birth to an
HIV-infected child. Programs to help prevent the spread of HIV from parents to child, and im-
prove the health of women and children, are important tools in the fight against HIV/AIDS.
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45 - 46 / HIV Prevention Through Theater For Development — Nchelenge, Zambia

Throughout Zambia, in urban and rural settings alike, street theater is an effective way of
disseminating vital health information to large audiences, especially when the information is
controversial or difficult to talk about. As in other oral traditions, humorous anecdotes and
dancing powerfully engage the audience with information about nutrition, disease preven-
tion, and social issues affecting the community.
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47 - 48 / Antiretroviral Therapy — Chongwe, Zambia

Young Naomi, 15, receives a course of antiretroviral drugs designed to control the virus that
infects her body. Both of her parents died due to AIDS. Naomi is being raised by her grand-
parents, an all-to-common occurrence in today’s Africa.
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49 - 50 / Many AIDS Orphans in Ethiopia Suffer Alone — Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Above: Sammy Woinshet’s face is covered with Karposi Sarcoma lesions, a common im-
munological disease associated with severe onset of AIDS. He receives no antiretroviral
therapy or support of any kind. He lost his mother soon after this picture was taken.

Right: One of the lucky ones is Kumneger Tesfaye, who is six years old. Like Sammy, she
is HIV positive, but she is fortunate to receive antiretroviral treatment, along with nutritious
food and school supplies. She hopes for a long, AIDS-free life.
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51 - 52 / Home-Based Care — Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Above: Doris, who is 27 and infected with HIV, benefits from the psychological, physical,
and emotional support she receives from her home-based care provider.

Right: Home-based caregivers help patients understand the importance of adherence to a
strict pharmaceutical regimen, assist them in overcoming challenges they may face in tak-
ing antiretroviral drugs, and serve as a link between the patients and the clinics to ensure
continuity of care. Here, Hirut Kebede, a widow and HIV-positive mother of three, is being
visited by home-based care worker Belaynesh Gimedhin.
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53 - 54 / False Cures for HIV/AIDS - Yilat, Ethiopia

Local religious convention and outright superstition often interfere with medical practice.
Living in a makeshift shelter, Shitaye Awoke, 32, has been told that there are healing waters
nearby that will provide a cure for her disease. She therefore refuses antiretroviral medi-
cines that are close at hand.

55 - 56 / Becoming Stronger — Zenebework, Ethiopia
Thanks to antiretroviral therapy, in combination with good food and nutrition, Yerom Belay,

a widow, and her son Bontayeho, are bringing AIDS under control. They receive medicine,
counseling, food, and school supplies from a home-based caregiver.
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57 - 58 / A Funeral Leaves One More Orphan — Yilat, Ethiopia

We met Sammy Woinshet earlier in this journey (p. 49). Here Sammy’s mother is being put
to rest, a victim of AIDS on a continent where the disease is claiming millions of lives. She
is mourned by scores of village friends and family members, many of whom also carry the
virus. Although antiretroviral medicines are just miles away, Sammy and his mother lack ad-
equate food, transportation, compliance support, and counseling — all of which they need to
access in order to qualify for an assistance program. As it is, Ethiopian assistance programs
are filled to capacity and can only respond to about 20 percent of the need.
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59 - 60 / Dancing and Stories by Firelight — Outside of Lusaka, Zambia

Tekela Bwalya, 64, is a former freedom fighter in Zambia’s independence movement of the
1960s. She is raising her four grandchildren because her daughter and son-in-law have
died from AIDS. Originally they were housed in a shack made of rice sacks and sticks. She
and the children now live in a concrete house and receive regular visits from a home-based
caregiver. She and the children often gather around the fire and tell special stories of their
ancestors, stories that help the children remember and maintain a meaningful connection
with their parents.
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61 - 62 / The Promise of a Future — Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Left: Ten-year-old Sharif, suffering from a devastating neuromuscular disease, enjoys a
physical therapy session from home-based caregiver Yehewa Medihin.

Above: A hug goes a long way, especially when it comes from caregiver Aisha Hussen. She
provides love and strength for six-year-old Kumneger Tesfaye, the young girl we met earlier,
who is HIV positive but undergoing successful antiretroviral drug therapy.
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63 - 64 / The Hope for Education — Kolfe Keraniyo, Ethiopia

The promise of education is a vital component to any holistic programming. However, for
many children in Ethiopia, school attendance is hit or miss. Children are expected to go to
work at an early age and provide for their families. Schools are largely non-existent, and
where they are found, needed supplies are often not available. This school in Kolje Keraniyo
now has notebooks, pens, and backpacks along with other necessary resources.
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65 - 66 / Pre-school Facility — Nefas Silk Lafto, Ethiopia

Pre-schools fill a vital role in communities across Ethiopia. For children, they provide an
early entry into the educational system; they also assist parents to better understand the
importance of education in breaking the cycle of poverty for their offspring.
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67 - 68 / Children at Play — Nefas Silk Lafto, Ethiopia

The sweater may be frayed, but the laughter of children is a tonic for the ills that beset Af-
rica. The scene of happy, well-fed children in a safe learning environment is a scene of hope
that must be replicated in many communities throughout Africa in the years and decades
to come.
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You Can Change the World

At Project Concern International, we plant seeds of change through holistic, integrated programming — providing many with an environment to
flourish and grow. The images and stories reflected here demonstrate just how much need there is in the world, but they also reflect the tremen-
dous opportunity that exists for effecting positive change. There are numerous ways that you can engage to make a difference: You can educate
yourself and others around you, especially your children; you can raise awareness and help spread a virus of concern; you can donate your time,
your expertise, or other resources. The most important thing you can do, regardless of how small or large the undertaking, is to begin that process
of personal engagement and to develop your own set of images and stories as a member of the global community.

Project Concern International

5151 Murphy Canyon Rd, Suite 320
San Diego, California 92123

1.858.279.9690 / 1.877.PCI.HOPE

www.projectconcern.org









/ Project Concern International

Our deepest thanks are extended to Karen and Ed Mercaldo for their commitment to the work of
Project Concern International. With their support and encouragement, Project Concern International
and Jeffrey Lamont Brown have collaborated to bring the challenges and achievements of people in
Africa and around the world to life in a way that is both compelling and hopeful. We are grateful for the
opportunity to present the world in which we live and work, and to share our conviction that, together,
we can make the world a better place.

/ The Gem Foundation

We sincerely thank our partners in this collaborative effort — Jeffrey Brown for providing a lens to view
the world we share; the staff of Project Concern International for connecting us to their remarkable
work on the ground; and the people we all strive to serve for having the courage to change their lives
and our world for the better.

/ Jeffrey Lamont Brown

I would like to thank Project Concern International and The Gem Foundation for giving me the oppor-
tunity to pursue an international, multi-year documentary project about people living with HIV/AIDS,
and for providing support for the publication of this book. | would also like to thank my colleagues
Adam Renfree, who assisted me in Africa; Steven Lawu, my sharp-eyed designer; and Tsukuru Mat-
sumura, my first assistant. Project Concern International’s in-country staff were invaluable, particu-
larly Tom Ventimiglia in Zambia and Kurt Henne and Baheru Behulu in Ethiopia. | owe a great debt of
gratitude and love to my wife, Jennifer de Poyen, for personal and professional support in my work.
And to the people of Zambia and Ethiopia, | offer my humblest thanks. They opened their hearts and
shared their lives so that | might tell their stories to the world.





