Women of Africa Forum

November 2009

San Diego, California, USA

Conversation Guide
As we prepare for the November 2009 meeting, we believe that our best hopes for the future are grounded in our experience of the past. Conference organizers hope to elicit reflections on such experiences by likely attendees at the Women of Africa Forum. Please respond as appropriate, and email the completed survey to Karen@thegemfoundation.org. 
1. Share a story of a time when you felt your work with the women of Africa really had an impact – a time when you not only saw tangible results but glimpsed signs of lasting positive changes in people and/or their communities?

2. What was it about that experience that made it possible?

What role did women play?  

What difference did their participation make? Why?

How about others – men, children?  What did they do?

What did you personally contribute?

3. What, without being modest, would you say that you value about yourself?

What would others say that you bring?

4. As you reflect on your experience, what would you say is at the core of women’s capacity to be agents of change?  (Something without which transformation would not be possible.)

5. What can men and women do to reinforce that core?  How might we as a philanthropic community support a more powerful movement for change?

Thank you for taking the time to share your story and perspective.  We’d like to keep you informed as our plans for the Women of Africa Forum unfold.

Demographic notes
What inspires you to commit your resources (time, talent, treasure) to this work? 

· Why Africa? 

· Why women?

Do you work with an organization that has a San Diego presence?

Does the story you shared take place in Africa?


Elsewhere?

Would you be willing to allow us to share your story in roundtable discussions and/or report prior to the Forum?

Are you aware of others in this community that we should include in our inquiry?

Are you interested in being part of the inquiry process as we move forward?

What’s the best way to contact you?

Email:





phone:
